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Listening Britain
An overview of the UK online audio market 

Online Audio Definition
On-demand music services, podcasts, and live radio via desktop/laptop, 
tablet, smartphone and smart speaker and any listen again.

In winter 2021In winter 2021
people in the UK listened 
to online audio (60% of 
15+ population)

people in the UK listened 
to online audio (60% of 
15+ population)33.2m

In spring 2020

people listened 
to online audio

29.0m
In spring 2019

people listened 
to online audio

28.5m

Demographic breakdown of listeners
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Time spent listening to online
audio each week 13
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Total time spent listening to 
online audio by time of day 
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On average, men 
listen to online audio 

for 14.8 hours
per week

Peak weekday 
listening times: 

10AM-12PM

On average, women 
listen to online audio 
for 11 hours
per week

Peak weekday 
listening times: 
8AM-10AM

Activities whilst listening to online audio
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8
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5

Reach of online audio 

TOTAL PODCAST 
DOWNLOADS

TOTAL LIVE 
RADIO VIA IP

ON-DEMAND
MUSIC SERVICES 36%

20%

31%

This increased to

in 15-24 year olds
37%

of people that listen to online 
audio listen exclusively online22%

Sample: 1,303 respondents
Source: Rajar MIDAS Winter 2021
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DESKTOP / LAPTOPSMARTPHONE VOICE ACTIVATED
SPEAKER

23%
TABLET

12%

61% 37%

TV

3%

ANY LISTEN AGAIN / 
CATCH UP RADIO 10%


