Department for Business, Innovation & Skills consultation on implementing the
revised EU electronic communications framework
Response by IAB UK

1.

Introduction

1.1 The Internet Advertising Bureau (IAB) is the UK industry body for digital advertising, representing
over 600 businesses engaged in digital marketing, including media owners and advertising networks.
7KH ,$%¶V UROH LV WR KHOS PDUNHWHUV ILQG WKH EHVW UROH IRU RQOLQH DQG PRELOH DGYHUWLVLQJ SURPRWH
understanding and good practice, and to ensure a responsible medium. Further information at
www.iabuk.net.
1.2 Digital is the fastest growing marketing medium in the UK: in 2009 advertisers spent over £3.5bn
online1. In the first half of 2010, the UK online advertising market grew by 10% (on H1 2009) and
now makes up for 24.3% of the total UK advertising market 2 . Although still a nascent market,
advertisers spent £37.6m on mobile devices in the UK in 20093.
1.3 Advertising is the lifeblood of the digital economy in the UK, EU and globally. It pays for much of the
content and many of the services we all enjoy online: from search, webmail, social networking
websites and price comparison sites, to productivity suites, blogs, video/photo sharing and the
majority of news, information and video / entertainment sites.
1.4 It is also a key driver of online commerce, itself worth £50bn to the UK economy and continuing to
grow by 14% a year4. In October 2010, UK consumers spent an estimated £5.2bn online, compared
to £4.2bn in October 2009, an increase of 23%5. According to research in October 2010 by the
Boston Consulting Group, commissioned by Google, the internet contributed an estimated £100bn
to the UK economy, the equivalent of 7.2% of GDP. This is expected to increase to 10% of GDP by
20156.
1.5 The rapid growth of this environment ± driven by consumer demand ± has been a product of faster
internet speeds as well as new data-driven advertising models which allows advertising to be more
relevant and customised to internet users. The greater efficiency of these models has reduced the
barriers to market entry for businesses of all sizes, allowing the richest mixture of content and
services to be made available to the public.
1.6 7KH,$%¶VUHVSRQVHWRWKHFRQVXOWDWLRQGRFXPHQWonly seeks to address the specific issues raised in
Article 5.3 of the Directive 2002/58/EC (pages 57-58 of the consultation document ± and relevant
parts of the Impact Assessment) concerning the processing of personal data and the protection of
privacy in the electronic communications sector (the ePrivacy Directive).
1.7 The IAB continues its dialogue with the UK Government (and others, such as the Information
&RPPLVVLRQHU¶V2IILFH ,&2 DQGLVpleased with the collective commitment to deliver a balanced,
proportionate and pragmatic implementation of Article 5.3 and one that leaves space for innovative
new business models to develop.
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2.

Key Points:



The digital economy ± with advertising at its heart ± is fundamental to the growth of the UK
(and EU) economy. The IAB stresses the importance to consumers, business and the
economy as a whole of getting the implementation of Article 5.3 right in practice. As the
GLJLWDOµKXE¶RI(XURSHWKH8.LVZHOOSODFHGWRKHOSILQGDVROXWLRQIRUDOO(8PDUNHWV Many
IAB members operate at a pan-EU level (and globally) and therefore it is essential that the UK
helps ensure a pragmatic and harmonised approach across the territory.



7KH,$%ZHOFRPHVWKH8.*RYHUQPHQW¶VLQWHQWLRQQRWWRLQWURGXFHa µSULRUFRQVHQW¶UHgime.
We know that this was not the political intention of the legislator and, indeed, an amendment
to this effect was specifically rejected by both the European Parliament and the Council of
Ministers. We believe that the default web browser settings FDQ DPRXQW WR µFRQVHQW¶ DV VHW
out in Recital 66, as supported by the UK Government in its November 2009 statement, and
as clarified by the parliamentary Rapporteur for the Directive, Alexander Alvaro MEP.



It is important that appropriate Recital 66 wording be included in the implementing UK
Regulation to provide greater clarity as what the the Directive means in practice. The IAB
also supports the transposition without a prescriptive list of what cookie uses are deemed
³VWULFWO\QHFHVVDU\´ DOWKRXJKZRXOGZHOFRPHJXLGDQFHIURPWKH(XURSHDQ&RPPLVVLRQ on
ZKDW PLJKW EH FRQVLGHUHG ³QHFHVVDU\´  In addition to this it would PD[LPLVH WKH ,&2¶V
IOH[LELOLW\LQILQGLQJDSUDFWLFDOVROXWLRQWKDWPHHWVWKHµSURSRUWLRQDWH¶ 5HFLWDO EDODQFHRI
safeguarding consumer privacy with the objectives of the UK / EU digital agenda.



We understand that the UK Government is minded to faithfully transpose Article 5.3 and use
some of the helpful wording of Recital 66 on browser settings. If the outcome relies on a
system of informed consent via modified browser settings (rather than existing default
browser settings), the IAB advocates that it seeks clarity from the European Commission on
what flexibility there is with respect to transposition and enforcement of Article 5.3 in order
to allow time for an industry-led and practical pan-EU self-regulatory solution to be explored.



Significant business resource and investment is being made to progress a pan-EU selfregulatory framework for behavioural advertising. This is specific to the behavioural
advertising business model. It is important to note that it does not intend to specifically
address cookies or provide a compliance mechanism for Article 5.3 with respect to other
cookie uses besides behavioural advertising. It does though provide a system of notice and
choice which reflects the spirit of Article 5.3.



Should the UK Government be successful in seeking clarification from the European
Commission on flexibility for the enforcement of Article 5.3 (or its transposition into other
national laws) in order to explore a common technical implementation via a broader selfregulatory solution, the IAB suggests that the starting point be a discussion with web
browser manufacturers to examine the feasibility of a solution via browser settings. The IAB
and its members are happy to contribute to these discussions.
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3.

The potential implications of Article 5.3 on the UK and EU digital economy

3.1 $UWLFOH  RI WKH UHYLVHG H3ULYDF\ 'LUHFWLYH LQWURGXFHV WKH FRQFHSW RI µFRQVHQW¶ IRU ³WKH VWRULQJ RI
information or the gaining of access to information stored in the terminal equipment of a subscriber
RUXVHU«KDYLQJEHHQSURYLGHGZLWKFOHDUDQGFRPSUHKHQVLYHLQIRUPDWLRQ´$VWKHSROLF\GRFXPHQW
acknowledges, this would affect the main legitimate practice on the internet today, i.e. the use of
cookies.
3.2 Cookies are the engine of the internet: they are essential to its effective functioning (see Annex One
for an explanation of cookies, how they work and their importance to the internet). The policy
document states that the implementing Regulation ZLOO³FRS\RXW the relevant of the wording, leaving
WKH ,&2 DQG DQ\ IXWXUH UHJXODWRUV  WKH IOH[LELOLW\ WR DGMXVW WR FKDQJHV LQ XVDJH DQG WHFKQRORJ\´
Whilst we understand why the UK Government proposes to take this approach, it should be pointed
out that a narrow legal interpretation will carry a very serious risk to the digital publishing and
advertising industry, ecommerce sector, broader internet industry and business community by
SRWHQWLDOO\UHTXLULQJDQµRSW-LQ¶UHJLPH
3.3 In particular, a narrow interpretation could have a direct and indirect impact upon the following:
 Usability ± the impact upon the functionality of many websites (including government and
political party websites), disrupting the consumer experience.
 Economics ± the impact upon the digital advertising sector, worth over £3.5bn in the UK in 2009
(IAB), and an important revenue stream for online publishing.
 Commerce & Business ± the impact upon broader business, such as retail (ecommerce worth
£50bn to the UK economy in 2009 (IMRG)).
 Innovation ± the impact upon technological innovation and developing publisher and advertiser
business models.
 Self-regulation ± the significant investment businesses are making in delivering self-regulatory
initiatives (eg developing EU self-regulatory Framework for behavioural advertising ± see 7)
based on current practice.
 Political objectives ± the impact upon the UK GovernmenW¶VGLJLWDOvision, with publishing and
advertising at its heart, and its desire to broaden access to the internet to the 9.2 million people
who are not currently online7.
3.4 Recent public statements by UK Ministers have emphasised the importance of advertising to the
digital economy and to UK plc, as well the need for a proportionate policy environment to ensure
new and emerging advertising business models can develop and flourish. Secretary of State for
Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport, Rt. Hon Jeremy Hunt MP, recently spoke of the need to for
³WUDQVSDUHQF\ DQG RSHQQHVV´ ZKLOVW DOORZLQJ VPDOO EXVLQHVVHV WR PRQHWL]H WKHLU FRQWent and
services8. 8. &RPPXQLFDWLRQV 0LQLVWHU (G 9DL]H\ UHFHQWO\ VWDWHG ³$ OLJKWO\ UHJXODWHG LQWHUQHW LV
JRRGIRUEXVLQHVVJRRGIRUWKHHFRQRP\DQGJRRGIRUSHRSOH´9.
3.5 The digital economy ± with advertising at its heart ± is fundamental to the growth of the UK
(and EU) economy. The IAB stresses the importance to consumers, business and the
economy as a whole of getting the implementation of Article 5.3 right in practice. As the
GLJLWDOµKXE¶RI(XURSHWKH8.LVZHOOSODFHGWRKHOSILQGDVROXWLRQfor all EU markets. Many
IAB members operate at a pan-EU level (and globally) and therefore it is essential that the UK
helps ensure a pragmatic and harmonised approach across the territory.
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4.

7KH'LUHFWLYHGRHVQRWPHDQµSULRUFRQVHQW¶

4.1 The IAB welcomes the 8.*RYHUQPHQW¶V opposition to a µSULRUFRQVHQW¶regime which ³ZKLFKZRXOG
lead to permaQHQW GLVUXSWLRQ RI VHUYLFHV« [and] require repeated pop-up windows, or other
intrusive virtual labels on every web page visited by a user. In order to make these decisions
informed each pop-XSZRXOGQHHGWRJLYHGHWDLOVDERXWWKHLQGLYLGXDOFRRNLHV´ ,PSDFW$VVHVVPHQW page 156). We support this position (as does the ICO) for the reasons outlined above. We also
note that it is in many cases unworkable since a FRRNLHKDVWREHVHWRQWKHXVHU¶VGHYLFH in order
for a web page containing a notice to be rendered to a user. It was not the political intention of the
EU legislator as tKH ZRUG µSULRU¶ ZDV UHPRYHG from the final text of the Directive before adoption.
Such wording would have added weight to an interpretation suggesting that pop-up boxes, or similar
technical implementations, would be needed, whereby the user gives consent prior to cookies being
SODFHGRQWKHXVHU¶VHTXLSPHQW
4.2 TKH UHIHUHQFH WR µSULRU¶ ZDV GHOLEHUDWHO\ UHPRYHG LQ RUGHU WR GHPRQVWUDWH WKDW WKHUH ZDV PRUH
flexibility as to how consent should be obtained and that the timing and context associated with how
consent is obtained is also an important part of meeting the policy goal. This is addressed, for
example, in correspondence from Peter Rodford, Head of Unit at the EU Directorate General
Information Society and Media, to IAB UK on 28 May 2009:
³$V\RXDUHDZDUHWKHWH[WRI$UWLFOH  DVHYHQWXDOO\YRWHGE\WKH3DUOLDPHQWLVDFRPELQDWion of
HQKDQFHGWUDQVSDUHQF\DQGFRQVHQW QRW³SULRU´DVLQHDUOLHUYHUVLRQV 7KH&RPPLVVLRQFRQVLGHUV
that this compromise solution is a proportionate one and strikes the appropriate balance between
the legitimate interests of the industry to continue to build on the current business models
and the fundamental right of the internet users to decide about the use of their personal
LQIRUPDWLRQ´(emphasis added)
It is clear from this that the European Commission and European Parliament intended the final text
to indicate that the current regime, based on informed consent, should continue to apply (although it
is important to note that consent for the processing of any data associated with the purpose for
which a cookie is set is covered by separate measures under EU data protection law, and not Article
5.3).
4.3 This more flexible interpretation is reinforced by the statement supported by 12 Member States
(including the UK) and annexed to the Directive regarding the interpretation of the amendment:
³7KHDPHnded text of Article 5(3) clarifies that the existing consent requirement for the use of such
technologies, applies regardless of whether they are delivered via electronic communications
QHWZRUNV RU RWKHU WHFKQLFDO PHDQV« +RZHYHU DV LQGLFDWHG LQ UHFLWDO 2(a) {66}, the amended
Article 5(3) is not intended to alter the existing requirement that such consent be exercised as a right
WRUHIXVHWKHXVHRIFRRNLHVRUVLPLODUWHFKQRORJLHVXVHGIRUOHJLWLPDWHSXUSRVHV´10
4.4 More recently this approach was supported by Alexander Alvaro MEP, the Rapporteur for the
revised ePrivacy Directive in the European Parliament. In an article to Privacy and Security Law
2FWREHU   $OYDUR FRQILUPV WKDW $UWLFOH  GRHV QRW PHDQ µSULRU FRQVHQW¶ DQG ZKHUH
technically possibOH DQG HIIHFWLYH ³WKH GHIDXOW EURZVHU VHWWLQJV DUH D PHDQV WR SURYLGH FRQVHQW´
$OYDURDOVRFRQILUPVWKDWQHZ$UWLFOHDQG5HFLWDO³PXVWEHUHDGWRJHWKHUWRXQGHUVWDQGP\
LQWHQWLRQ´11

10

11

Statement by a group of EU Member States (Austria, Belgium, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Latvia, Malta, Poland, Romania,
Slovakia, Spain and the United Kingdom) on the adoption of the amended Article 5(3), dated 18 November 2009.
www.alexander-alvaro.de/archives/1368/privacy-security-law-report-cookies-prior-consent-not-required  
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4.6 7KH,$%ZHOFRPHVWKH8.*RYHUQPHQW¶VLQWHQWLRQQRWWRLQWURGXFHDµSULRUFRQVHQW¶UHJLPH
We know that this was not the political intention of the legislator and, indeed, an amendment
to this effect was specifically rejected by both the European Parliament and the Council of
Ministers. We believe that the default weE EURZVHU VHWWLQJV FDQ DPRXQW WR µFRQVHQW¶ DV VHW
out in Recital 66, as supported by the UK Government in its November 2009 statement, and
as clarified by the parliamentary Rapporteur for the Directive, Alexander Alvaro MEP.
5.

The importance of including Recital 66 wording

5.1 As with Alvaro, the policy consultation document recognises the importance of Recital 66 in
SURYLGLQJ³XVHIXOFODULILFDWLRQRIWKH$UWLFOHWH[W´DQGWKDWWKH8.LVFRQVLGHULQJ³LQFOXGLQJDSSURSULDWH
elements of this [Recital 66] in the LPSOHPHQWLQJ5HJXODWLRQV´
5.2 Recital 66 of the Directive states that:
³7KLUG SDUWLHV PD\ ZLVK WR VWRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH HTXLSPHQW RI D XVHU RU JDLQ DFFHVV WR
information already stored, for a number of purposes, ranging from the legitimate (such as certain
types of cookies) to those involving unwarranted intrusion into the private sphere (such as spyware
or viruses). It is therefore of paramount importance that users be provided with clear and
comprehensive information when engaging in any activity which could result in such storage or
gaining of access. The methods of providing information and offering the right to refuse should be as
user-friendly as possible. Exceptions to the obligation to provide information and offer the right to
refuse should be limited to those situations where the technical storage or access is strictly
necessary for the legitimate purpose of enabling the use of a specific service explicitly requested by
the subscriber or user. Where it is technically possible and effective, in accordance with the relevant
provisions of Directive 95/46/EC, the user's consent to processing may be expressed by using the
appropriate settings of a browser or other application. The enforcement of these requirements
should be made more effective by way of enhanced powers granted to the relevant national
DXWKRULWLHV´
5.3 Recital 66 states WKDW FRQVHQW LV WR EH LQWHUSUHWHG IOH[LEO\ DQG ³PD\ EH H[SUHVVHG E\ XVLQJ WKH
DSSURSULDWHVHWWLQJVRIDEURZVHURURWKHUDSSOLFDWLRQ´7KLVUHIHUHQFHWRWKHXVHRIEURwser settings
was included in earlier drafts of Article 5.3 itself and demonstrates that the European Parliament
also intended to adopt an approach which would be in line with current industry practices. Recital 66
DOVRFOHDUO\UHIHUVWRWKHXVHU¶V³ULJKWWRUHIXVH´
5.4 7KHUHLVDOVRODQJXDJHLQRWKHUSURYLVLRQVRIWKH'LUHFWLYHWKDWGRHVFDOOIRUµSULRUH[SOLFLWFRQVHQW¶RU
µH[SOLFLWFRQVHQW¶7KLVLVFOHDUHYLGHQFHWKDWZKHQOHJLVODWRUVPHDQµSULRUFRQVHQW¶WKH\NQHZ how
to achieve it and we should not dilute these significant differences.
5.5 Recitals can play a significant part in the transposition process by influencing the manner in which
operative provisions are transposed. Recitals are particularly useful in resolving any ambiguity in the
operative provisions (as acknowledged in the policy consultation document) and there are a number
of examples in European case law where they have been used in this way:
 In Moskof12, the ECJ considered whether a provision introduced pursuant to an EEC Regulation
concerning the agricultural conversion rates in the tobacco sector was transitory. The operative
provision was ambiguous as it did not provide clear guidance on this point. However, on looking
at the recital, the ECJ found that the operating provision was indeed intended to be transitory.
 In the CCAA case13, the ECJ were asked to consider the scope of an operating provision which
imposed a levy on the purchasers of milk. The case involved a consortium which did not actually
purchase milk but was nevertheless taking deliveries of milk. Having looked at the recitals, the

12
13

Case C-244/95, P. Moskof AE v Ethnikos Organismos Kapnou, 1997 ECR I-06441
Case C-288/97, Consorzio IUD,&DVHLILFLGHOO¶$OWRSLDQRGL$VLDJRY5HJLRQH9HQHWR(&5,-02575
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ECJ decided against applying a literal interpretation of the provision by finding that its intention
was for the levy to cover the delivery of milk and, therefore, the consortium was to be considered
a purchaser even though no purchase had been made.
 In Spain v Council of the EU14, the ECJ considered a claim from the Spanish government that
new regulations, which increased the quotas for the import of toys into the EC from China, were
damaging to its traders and breached their legitimate expectations. After considering the wording
of the Recitals to the regulations, the ECJ found that the quotas could be adjusted and, therefore,
did not breach the legitimate expectations of the traders.
5.7 It is clear from the above examples that the ECJ refers to Recitals as a source of explanation behind
the objective of an operating provision, which then allows the Court to apply a purposive
interpretation. There have been plenty of occasions where Recitals have been taken into account in
the UK implementing legislation as a means of adding clarity to an ambiguous operating provision.
The following are examples of where the UK has taken such an approach:
 The Copyright and Rights in Databases Regulations 1997
 The Electronic Commerce Directive (EC Directive) Regulations 2002
 The Control of Major Accident Hazards (Amendment) Regulations 2005
5.8 Recital 66 allows for wording to be included in the implementing UK Regulation to clarify ambiguity.
In addition to this, Recital 62 of the Directive states that, in implementing the Directive, Member
6WDWHVVKRXOGDOVR³HQVXUHWKDWWKH\GRQRWUHO\RQDQLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRILWZKLFKZRXOGFRQIOLFWZLWK
fundamental rights or general principles of Community law, such as the principles of proportionality´.
[Emphasis added]
5.9 It is important that appropriate Recital 66 wording be included in the implementing UK
Regulation to provide greater clarity as what the Directive means in practice. The IAB also
supports the transposition wiWKRXW D SUHVFULSWLYH OLVW QRWLQJ ZKDW LV GHHPHG ³VWULFWO\
QHFHVVDU\´ DOWKRXJK ZRXOG ZHOFRPH JXLGDQFH IURP WKH (XURSHDQ &RPPLVVLRQ RQ ZKDW
PLJKWEHFRQVLGHUHG³QHFHVVDU\´ In addition to this it would PD[LPLVHWKH,&2¶VIOH[LELOLW\
in finding a practical VROXWLRQ WKDW PHHWV WKH µSURSRUWLRQDWH¶ 5HFLWDO   EDODQFH RI
safeguarding consumer privacy with the objectives of the UK / EU digital agenda.
6.

Informed consent via browser settings

6.1 The impact assessment of the policy consultation document (page 157-159) states that the
preferred option of the UK Government LV WR ³DOORZ FRQVHQW WR WKH XVH RI FRRNLHV WR EH JLYHQ YLD
EURZVHU VHWWLQJV´ 7KH UHDVRQ IRU WKLV SUHIHUUHG RSWLRQ LV WR ³find a balance within the amended
ePrivacy Directive between safeguarding FRQVXPHUV¶SULYDF\RQOLQHDQGGHOLYHULQJPRUHFXVWRPLVHG
DQGHIILFLHQWRQOLQHVHUYLFHV´
6.2 Any guidance for Member States from the European Commission (as expected) needs to clarify how
informed consent could be achieved in practice and, in particular, how this might relate to the
µRSLQLRQ¶RIthe Article 29 Data Protection Working Party on behavioural advertising which expressed
certain views on the interpretation and practical implementation of Article 5.3. It would be helpful if
the Commission could clarify the relationship between its expected guidance and the Working
3DUW\¶VµRSLQLRQ¶

14

Case C-284/94, Spain v Council of the EU, 1998 ECR I-07309
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6.3 We understand that the UK Government is minded to faithfully transpose Article 5.3 and use
some of the helpful wording of Recital 66 on browser settings. If the outcome relies on a
system of informed consent via modified browser settings (rather than existing default
browser settings), the IAB advocates that it seeks clarity from the European Commission on
what flexibility there is with respect to transposition and enforcement of Article 5.3 in order
to allow time for an industry-led and practical pan-EU self-regulatory solution to be explored.
7.

The role of industry self-regulation

7.1 7KH ,$% ZHOFRPHV WKH 8. *RYHUQPHQW¶V VXSSRUW IRU VHOI-regulation in the policy document (page
58). We acknowledge that consumer trust and confidence is critical to the take up of new digital
advertising models. The IAB has led self-regulatory work ± both in the UK and EU ± for behavioural
advertising (a technique ZKLFK LQIHUV XVHUV¶ interests over time to provide more relevant and
useful content and marketing messages), just one of the business models that is potentially
impacted by Article 5.3 of the revised ePrivacy Directive.
7.2 In March 2009, IAB UK members agreed to a set of Good Practice Principles for behavioural or
interest-based advertising to provide internet users with greater transparency and control over
this practice. The Principles ± focusing on notice, choice and education - were developed by
leading providers of behavioural or interest-based advertising, such as major advertising
networks (eg Google, Yahoo!, Microsoft and AOL) and technology companies (eg Audience
Science). The Principles have received widespread support, including from the ICO, Ofcom and
most recently in a market study by the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) 15 . The previous UK
administration specifically highlighted this work (and the value of this practice to publishers) in
its final Digital Britain report16 7R UDLVH FRQVXPHUV¶ DZDUHQHVV of the Principles, the IAB has
also developed a website ± www.youronlinechoices.com ± specifically aimed at helping
consumers find out more about this practice, how privacy is protected and how to exercise
greater control.

7.3 We are currently in discussion with the European Commission about a self-regulatory
Framework for behavioural for all EU markets. This involves an unprecedented level of cooperation across the EU advertising industry and seeks to build upon the good practice
developed in the UK, with a particular emphasis on transparency and consumer control. The
EU Framework will also join up with similar initiatives across the world, such as in the USA, to
provide a global self-regulatory solution. At the heart of this initiative is the concept of
µHQKDQFHG QRWLFH¶ ± providing consumers with contextual notice in or beside the delivered
advertisement itself ± DQGDµRQHVWRSVKRS¶SDQ-EU consumer control tool (available in different
languages) a couple of clicks away from the notice.
7.4 Significant business resource and investment is being made to progress a pan-EU selfregulatory framework for behavioural advertising. This is specific to the behavioural
advertising business model. It is important to note that it does not intend to specifically
address cookies or provide a compliance mechanism for Article 5.3 with respect to other
cookie uses besides behavioural advertising. It does though provide a system of notice and
choice which reflects the spirit of Article 5.3.
7.5 7KH ,$% ZRXOG ZHOFRPH (XURSHDQ &RPPLVVLRQ¶V VXSSRUW IRU VHOI-regulation in its expected
guidance for Member States. In particular, it would help to receive guidance on how the new legal
framework maps the behavioural advertising self-regulatory work at EU level. Further self-regulatory
and technical initiatives covering other uses of cookies captured by Article 5.3 could be considered
by industry. However they will take time to develop and may not be completed before the

15
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http://oft.gov.uk/news-and-updates/press/2010/53-10
www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm76/7650/7650.pdf
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implementation deadline in May 2011, which in meantime will lead only to industry uncertainty about
how to comply with the new law in practice.
7.8 Should the UK Government be successful in seeking clarification from the European
Commission on flexibility for the enforcement of Article 5.3 (and even its transposition into
national law(s)) to explore a broader self-regulatory solution, the IAB suggests that the
starting point for this is a discussion with web browser manufacturers to examine the
feasibility of a solution via browser settings. Such an approach has many advantages ± it
would be universal, consistent for users and minimise the impact on web publishers (in
terms of changes to their websites and impact on the way users interact with their sites, and
on ad revenues). The IAB and its members are happy to contribute to these discussions.

For further information please contact Nick Stringer, IAB director of regulatory affairs, on 07957 691803 or at nick@iabuk.net
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ANNEX ONE: THE IMPORTANCE OF COOKIES TO THE INTERNET
What is a cookie?
x An internet cookie (also known as a browser cookie or HTTP cookie) is a small file of letters and numbers stored
RQDQLQWHUQHWXVHU¶VFRPSXWHURUVRPHPRELOHGHYLFHVZKHQPRVWZHEVLWHVDUHDFFHVVHG
x Cookies aOORZ D ZHEVLWH WR UHFRJQLVH DQ LQWHUQHW XVHU¶V ZHE EURZVHU HJ ,QWHUQHW ([SORUHU )LUHIR[  ZKHQ WKH
user returns to a site. Like a notepad, cookies serve as helpful reminders to websites in providing customised
content or services. A simple example is when a shopping website uses a cookie to recognise a user's device in
RUGHUWRGLVSOD\WKHFRQWHQWVRIWKHXVHU¶VVKRSSLQJµEDVNHW¶IURPDSUHYLRXVYLVLWWRWKDWZHEVLWH
x Cookies themselves do not require personal information to be useful and, in most cases, do not personally
identify internet users.
x There are two different types of internet cookie:
 Session cookies ± WKHVHDUHWHPSRUDULO\VWRUHGLQWKHFRRNLHILOHRIWKHZHEEURZVHUWRµUHPHPEHU¶WKHXVHU¶V
web browser until the user chooses to exit the website or close the browser window (eg when logging in and
out of a web mail account or social networking site).
 Persistent cookies ± these are stored on the hard drive of a computer or device (and will usually depend on
the lifetime established/preset for the cookie). Persistent cookies include ones from websites other than the
one a user is visiting ± NQRZQ DV µWKLUG SDUW\ FRRNLHV¶ ± which can be used anonymously to remember a
user's interests to provide more relevant advertising to internet users.
x Cookies are QHLWKHUVS\ZDUHQRUYLUXVHVDQGFDQQRWDFFHVVLQIRUPDWLRQRQDXVHU¶VKDUGGULYH
Why are cookies so important to the internet?
x Cookies are central to the effective functioning of the internet, helping to deliver a more user-friendly and
customised browsing experience. Rejecting cookies can make some websites unusable.
x Examples of cookie use (that do not require a user to specifically register for or log in to a service or website)
include:
 &RQWHQW DQG VHUYLFHV FXVWRPLVHG WR WKH XVHU¶V SUHIHUHQFH ± such as news, weather and sport web pages,
mapping services, public and government services, entertainment sites (eg BBC iPlayer) and travel services.
 Customised settings offering maximum convenience to the user - such as remembering user names,
passwords and language choice (eg search engine results in English).
 Remembering family-safe modes, such as filters or safe search functions.
 Advertisement frequency capping - helping limit the number of times a user sees a particular advertisement
on a website.
 Providing more relevant online display advertising on websites.
 Measurement, optimisation and analytical features ± such as ascertaining the level of traffic to a website,
what content is viewed and how the user reaches the website (eg via search engines, direct, from other
websites etc). All government websites ± including 10 Downing Street ± conduct this analysis on their
websites to help improve the sites for users.
How do cookies work and how are they managed?
x Cookies are sent by a web server (ie a computer programme that serves content such as web pages) to a web
browser and then sent back by the browser each time it accesses that server. When a user revisits a website, a
FRRNLHDOORZVWKHVHUYHUWRUHFRJQLVHWKHXVHU¶VFRPSXWHURUGHYLFHDQGWKHIDFWWKDWLW has been there before.
x Each cookie typically contains the name of the server the cookie was sent from, the lifetime of the cookie and a
value (usually a randomly generated unique number).
x Modern web browsers (such as Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari etc.) allow internet users the ability to view
cookies, whether to disable some or all of them, and to decide how long to allow them to remain on the
computer. More often than not, this also includes which type of cookie a user can accept. Some web browsers
block third-party cookies by default if the third party does not have appropriate privacy notices. Because diverse
browsers approach this matter differently, a user may need to adjust his or her cookie preferences in each and
every browser that he or she uses.
x $FFRUGLQJWRDFRP6FRUHVXUYH\RIµILUVWSDUW\¶FRRNLHVDQGRIµWKLUGSDUW\¶FRRNLHVZHUHGHOHWHGE\8.
internet users in the month of November 2009.
x Websites such as www.youronlinechoices.com aim to help internet users better understand how cookies work
and how they can manage them to suit their preferences.
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